
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Music Curriculum 



Music Curriculum Statement: 
 

 
Intent – What do we want for our children as Musicians? 

 
‘A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as 

musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.’  
• Department of Education, National Curriculum 

  
At Crossdale, we believe that every child should be given the opportunity to unlock their full musical potential and be 
inspired to discover a love for music through singing and composing as well as an enthusiasm towards performing 
both inside and outside of school. Crossdale’s music curriculum is centered around a music-based scheme called ‘Sing 
Up’ in which the children are exposed to a range of songs and are able to learn how to play a variety of different 
instruments. Music lessons at Crossdale enable children to experience a high-quality education which contributes to 
developing their understanding of the most fundamental elements of music: beat, rhythm, and pitch. This program 
itself includes a kaleidoscope of sound knowledge and activities to not only help support educators deliver a sequence 
of lessons with confidence but as a whole to motivate and excite children about the art of musicianship in a fun and 
enjoyable way.  
 
  
At Crossdale, we aim to: 
 
Support the development of the skills and knowledge which enable pupils to:  
 

• feel motivated and inspired to learn to play a musical instrument 
• become actively engaged in all music lessons 
• be encouraged to take an ownership of their learning through discovery and exploration 
• impart key foundations of musical knowledge  
• create memorable and practical musical experiences 
• increase confidence for musicianship  
• enjoy a multi-sensory approach to learning 
• encourage a musical culture around school 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Implementation – How will we carry out our vision? 
 

The music curriculum is taught through the Sing Up Planning scheme, which is in line with the National Curriculum. 
We will implement our vision by teaching through a multi-sensory approach which aims to musically motivate and 
inspire the children of Crossdale. We believe all children should be provided with the opportunity to express their 
thoughts and feelings through music exploration and discovery. Sing Up is an excellent program which instils this 
approach.  

 

Teachers are able to freely adjust and adapt lessons to appropriately suit the needs of their classes, but the scheme 

provides a strong, progressive basis of what is expected for them to learn. Each class is expected to teach one music 

lesson weekly, in accordance to each year group’s long-term curriculum plan which is also dependent on the time of 

the year. This equates to forty-five minutes (KS1) and one hour (KS2) of music lessons every week which is taught by 

the class teacher. Sing Up consists of three termly units of work, each containing six lessons. Every lesson has a main 

musical theme to follow. 

 

Progressive ‘Snapshot’: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning: 
 

• All music planning comes from the Sing Up Planning Scheme which is in line with the National Curriculum. 
• All planning identifies clear learning intentions, outcomes, key knowledge, questions and vocabulary with 
opportunities for spaced retrieval. 
• All planning should be uploaded onto ‘All Staff’ at the start of every half-term and communicated to class 
teachers. 
• Wider provision and enrichment opportunities are carefully planned and detailed on planning overviews 
across the academic year in order to inspire and motivate the children to become confident in performing 
musically.  
• Each term, there are a variety of topics for each year group to follow with assigned links to videos, songs and 
singing starters. 
• Every lesson follows a detailed and structured plan for the teacher to feel supported to apply. 
• Planning throughout the academic year is carefully considered in-line with singing events, performances and 
assemblies.  
• Singing assemblies (Tuesdays) and annual events are thoroughly planned and included within the whole-
school assembly rota to ensure songs are learned in time for events and performances.  
 

 

Inclusion: 
 
Our staff will set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and 
plan challenging work for all groups, including:  

• More able pupils 

• Pupils with low prior attainment  

• Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds  

• Pupils with SEND pupils with English as an additional language (EAL). 
 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, 
wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers will also take into account the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned 
and adjusted so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in 
all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEND policy and 
information report. 

Equality targets and SEND policy: Crossdale Drive School - Policies and other information (crossdaleschool.com) 

 

Singing offers children many opportunities to develop their confidence and self-belief, particularly if they feel they are 
able to express themselves musically yet, tend to struggle in other areas of education and or general life. Singing has 
the ability to enable children to explore their creativity and identity as well as feel in control of their own learning 
experiences through musical composition. Furthermore, musical performances ensure children can socially and 
positively interact with each other, thus supports their communicative skills and enhances teamwork. 

 

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life 
to everything.” 

• Plato 

https://www.crossdaleschool.com/page/?title=Policies+and+other+information&pid=47


Impact – How will we assess what the children know, remember and understand? 

Teachers will monitor the impact of their teaching using Assessment for Learning (AfL) throughout lessons which will 
show:  

• Our children will have a secure understanding, knowledge as well as the skills to compose music and play 
musical instruments with confidence. 

•  Children are able to understand more and remember more about the importance of their identity, ability to 
be creative and work cooperatively as a team through musical expression and exploration.  

•  They progress well throughout each year group and meet the National Curriculum objectives.  
 

The Subject Leader(s) will monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by looking at the intent 
implementation and impact using:  
 

• Planning scrutiny to evaluate the impact of what is known and remembered. 
• Pupil Interviews & Learning Walks; assess what is known and remembered?  
• External & internal moderation within Equals Trust Groups for QA and to share best practise. 
• SIL & Governor visits to monitor provisions and provide clear next steps. 
• Planning and delivering CPD. 

  
The Subject Leader(s) will responsibly organise and uphold resources, storage and management. All the monitoring 
information is used by the Subject Leader(s) to ensure our provision and pupil outcomes are the very best they can 
be. Any next steps to move the subject and the children’s learning forward are fed into the Subject Leader’s monitoring 
and action plans, which form part of the whole school improvement plan.  
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a “broad and balanced 
curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through:  
 

• Governor monitoring visits  
• Head Teacher reports  
• The School Development Plan  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 
(Factual) 

Musicians develop a knowledge and understanding of: 

1) The practical and technical nature of music:  controlling sound through voice and instruments, 
understanding the way music is recorded– staff, notation, symbols. 

2) The theoretical and constructive nature of  music : inter related dimensions of music, composing and 
improvising. 

3) The expressive nature of music: the genres of music., the performance of music, the ability to debate 
and discuss music and its impact on the listener. 

Substantive Music Knowledge 

(The who, what, when, why, how of music 

Specific Vocabulary 

(The language and terminology of music) 

Elements of our Music Curriculum  
  

These elements do not stand as isolated parts; A deep musical 
understanding is a combination of all or a number of them.  



Wider Provision and Enrichment opportunities: 
 
At Crossdale, we aim to provide our pupils with a variety of enrichment opportunities which enhance their 
musicianship and confidence:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sing Up 
At Crossdale, we use Sing Up as our 
multi-sensory approach to teaching 

Music. 
Music Academy Nottingham 

At Crossdale, we have a range of 
external providers which offer music 
lessons to those who are wanting to 

learn how to play a musical 
instrument. On Tuesdays, Music 

Academy Nottingham teach piano, 
keyboard, guitar, ukulele and violin. 

Rockley Music 
On Wednesdays, Rockley 
Music provide lessons to 

children who are keen to learn 
how to play the drums. 

Inspire 
On Fridays, Mrs Grebby is 

Crossdale’s Woodwind teacher and 
educates many of our pupils on how 

to play either the clarinet, 
saxophone or flute.  

School Choir 
We are proud to have our very 

own school choir which practices 
every Tuesday during lunchtime 

in preparation to perform at 
annual music events which either 
Crossdale primary host or attend. 

Equals Trust Choir Performance 
As a trust, we are extremely keen to 

showcase each school’s talented 
choir and put on our own version of 
‘Young Voices’ to share our love for 

singing together. 

School Productions 
Every year, Crossdale puts on a 

Christmas and End of Year 
Summer production for all year 
groups to partake in. We love 
coming together as a school to 
perform as one and put on an 

event for our loved ones. 

Singing Assemblies 
Each week, we carry out a whole-

school singing assembly. This sense 
of togetherness and enthusiasm 
for singing is a great opportunity 
for all year groups to learn new 
songs and rehearse for annual 

shows and events. 

Young Voices 
We are so excited to take our very own choir 
to Young Voices each year. This event allows 
many schools to come together as one large 

choir and share their love for singing. Parents 
are invited to come and watch their child be a 

part of such a spectacle event. 

Crossdale’s Music Evening 
In the summer term, we love celebrating musical arts 
and so we take the opportunity in putting on a music 

evening for our children to share their musical abilities 
or groovy dance moves. 



Unit Overview 
 

 



Trips and visits: 
 

 
Whole school/choir overview of songs: 

 
Throughout the year, the songs we sing, either as a whole school during singing assemblies or in choir, are carefully 
thought out and chosen in accordance to themes, celebrations that time of year or relevance to the National 
Curriculum. Each week, all year groups (Reception class to be dripped in little and often) meet as a school on a 
Tuesday afternoon so we can share the love of singing and music. At that time, we learn new songs and the support 
from the school choir when they are asked to lead a song they have previously learnt. The structure of the songs for 
each half term are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Overview 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 



 
Music Termly Overview 

























 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 
•  use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

•  play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
•  listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

• experiment with, create, select, and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an 
understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing 
sounds from aural memory.  

 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 
• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

•  listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  
• use and understand staff and other musical notations  

•  appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians  

•  develop an understanding of the history of music



 


