
History : YEAR ONE, SUMMER 1 

BIG IDEA: What were seaside holidays like in the Victorian times? 

How do we know what people did at the seaside during the 
Victorian times?  
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What was life like in the Victorian period?  

• The Victorians were the people who lived during the 
reign of Queen Victoria. 

• More and more factories and workhouses were built 
for people to work in, so towns and cities grew.  

• The railways grew so people could travel faster and 
further. 

• Not many people could read or write but Queen Vic-
toria made all children go to school.  

What is similar and different about seaside holi-
days now and then?  

Similarities: 
• Eating ice cream! 
• Building sandcastles. 

• Going for a swim. 
• Watching something for entertainment, 

like a puppet show. 
Differences: 
• Some Victorians visited British seaside 

towns because they believed the sea air 
was good for them. 

• Some beaches were separated for men 
and women. 

• Sunbathing wasn’t in fashion back then, so 
Victorians would go to the beach fully 
clothed. ‘Sea bathing’ was done instead. 

• Beaches were much cleaner. 

• Horses would pull bathing machines into 
the water for people to get changed in. 

 KEY VOCABULARY 

  
Victorian 

 

The period of time where Queen Victoria ruled. 

 
seaside 

  

A place by the sea, especially a beach area or 
holiday resort.  
  

 
coast 

  

The part of land next to or near the sea. 

 
transport 

  

A way to travel from one place to another. 

  
inland 

 

The parts of land away from the coast. 

  
holiday 

A time spent away from home. 

  
modern day 
 

Things from today and not the past. 

 
monarch 

The head of state normally referred to as a King 
or Queen. 
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What do I already know? 

• The children have compared and contrasted fire fighting in the modern day and in the past (Great Fire of London)  

• How do we know this has happened? We have discussed the validity of historical artefacts when learning about the Great Fire of London. 

• Chronology—we have introduced the idea of things happening in the past.  



  
TIMELINE OF EVENTS FROM THE VICTORIAN PERIOD 

  


