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Stone Age

of Britain

& Million Years Ago
The eurliest humoans resided in
Africa. They stayed there for
quite a long time as there was
not much reason ta move,

900,000 Years Ago

B urdlng Lo eviderive Juund in
Morfoli und Suffolk, early kumans
Jinully reached Sritain, They wen:

able fo create weapons und tools from
stone, wood and bone.

450,000 Years Ago
Thick ice covered Britain and it
was toa cold for humans to
survive,

400,000 Years Ago

The ternparatune wirmed up and
Neunderthals corme o Liwe in Britain,
Bricain waes stil! connected to Furope

and they curne and wenl us the
clirnote canged,

125,000 Years Ago

: The sea rosz and Britain became an
. izland. It was warmer than it (s today
o \ and hippos and lions roamed the
Sl - —= RO '

land. The Nzandertrals were left on
the cther side of the water.

60 000 Years go

Sexn Iml-., dropped and Britnin wos
covered in grass, linked again to the
rest of Ewrope. Neanderthals rezurned.
40,000 years ngo Homo sapizns
arrived in Britain.

6, 500 Years Ago

S 2 The "lm'zte was warmer and rore'ts
¥ begar. to grow. People bzgan to settle [ oo

across the whole of the British Isles. 3%
They farmed, domesticated and brez ®

animals. |

o

20,000 Years Ago

lce covered most of Britain again.
Humans disappeared.

6,000 Years Ago

3 The Neolithic or Stone Age began.

12,000 Years Ago

Modem humaons (hame ,upwn,]
started 16 live continuawsly in Britain,
Thiay livexd in yroups, hunted wild
animals and fraded stone vwenoons,
They lived in simole tents.

-
10,000 Years Ago
End of tie Palaclichic or Old Store
Age pertod.

5,800 Years Ago

Stene houses ond buria! mounds nave
been Jound From chs vericd, The
Cellic lunguuge may hove beet
intruducesd to Britain ut this time.

4,900 Years Ago
People made stone or ditchez
monumants, Some are now famous,
such s Sanshenge. \Waaden haws
and boavls were made.

=
10,000 - 6,000 Years Ago
Mesclithic or midale stone age period.
Rising sea levels meant that che
British Isles became cut off from the

rest of Europs. @

4,200 Years Ago, 2,200 BC
People discoversd how o make copper
and bronze, wiich waos much hardes
than stone. The Stong Age came to
and zna.




A Land of Beasts

The early humans that first arrived in Britain were not direct ancestars of humans
teday, It had taken o while for them to gradunlly wander aver to Cunope from Last
Africa over & million years ago, They came to a land where huge beasts dwelled, such
us woolly mammoths and rhino,

Harsh ice ages were still orcurring throughout the arrival of humaas and this meant
that human hfe in Britain was wiped out each time, During an ice age, everything on
lard would bBe covervd (n huge, thick layers of ice colled gloders, As the gluciers
melted and moved they carved out valleys.

Britain has gone through 3-4 ice ages so far, periods of time in which the climatz was
very cold and large ice sheets formed. During each ane, the sea level fell very low and
wiouldd huve been possible o walk from Spain or Beamark lu Dublin,

Surviving

Early humans first lived in Britain around 900,000 years ugo, They muade slone
tools and used them to cut up the meat of the animals they hunted, One of the
animals they hunted was the woolly mammoth. & hunt would be carried out by
chazing the animal for days until it was exhausted and then finally killing it wich
stanes and spears. To just kill such a large animal straight away would havs been
impossible, so this was o good mathod.

Eventually, an ice nge drove these early humans cut. When it ended,
a new pecple called the Neanderthals emerged. Homo sapiens,

a different speciss of early human, still lived in Africe at

this time,

Homo zapiens reached Europe around 200,000 yzars
aga and lived bezide the Nzanderthal peopie. 32,000
years ago, the Neanderchals becoms extinct. It

had been thought that Homo sapiens had fought
ayainsl anyd everveme Lhe Neanderthuls, but

recent research has suggested that either there

just wasa's enaugh food ta go round, the two
species may havea interbred, or

there was a huge

lemperulurse drop N
wherz the

Meanderthals mainly

lived.

After o firal ice aye thal erded
around 15,000 yezars ago. it was only the
Harmo Sapiens that manoged to return.

»
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Neanderthals and Us

Sn what was the difference hetwesn us and tha Neanderthals? Though we ars nat
directly related to them. Neanderthals are the closes: extinct relatives that we have.
Tre appearance of MNeanderthals was guite similar to ours with a few
minor differences. They tendad to be broader and shorter than us,
with very srominent eyebrows, high cheekbones and brond, flat
noses. They are someztimes seen as being rather unintzlligent, but
this is not trug. Scientists have found tools and burials
made by thern, indicating intelligen? behaviour,

Spot the Difference

Con you guess which skull is the
Neanderthal skull?

Answer, The skull directly abeve s the
Neanderthal vne. Nute the more prominent
brose Bone, lurger aose und skull, The Neanderthal
people hud lurger Brams than us Horme Sapens!

Stone Tools

L is thongh caa the inspirat o for Stone &ge peaple moking 1ools careas [ram the
nacarally sharz-edgec and aasd pieces of fliat that were faund luing abaus i the cholk Rills
of Britain. Fistsized sieces of rock cra called nzdules.

Flat noduses are soon for 22ating meat to tendevise 1, but they need 1o be sharsened to
cus things with. he shaspeniag of flint car be done by Rnocking arothe” stone against i
and ¢ -adual.y chpping nieces off. This was 2 ¢ very effective method ang seme flint trives
have bezr. found to sz just as shars as nodern knives’ The act of krock.ng off pizces of flint

is called knapping,

Scizntss ynow wheee peas o have been krepping in the sas. see e the Gy pieses of
uselass fliet cat ore lef- sehind or the sioeed. <napping waald be dore by e persan
beng <o dawn with o piece af aaimal bide or the s Lz [or pracactiza. Al the kespping,
the toal wawd be smoothed off with a grinding stone

Onctne left are some examples of Stone Age spears. Be.ow are a selection of tzols that
were mace and us2d.

Handaxe: This tonl was usad for cutting and slicing.
Burer: Thiz tool was wsed
Jor shuping,

Hammerstone: This was used for bashing and hammering.




Cave Paintings

Caves were important and special places for Stone Age people. Thers is ne
evidence of writing from Stone Age times but they recorded their thoughts
in the form of drawings on cave walls.

The earliest cuve painhings ever found were probab'y made around 30,000
yenrs ngo, The gaintings, showing dees, Gison and rhinos, were found in
the caves of Spain. Britain was still in the midst of ar ice age and was
unishabitable at the time.

We roowe that the cave paintings must have been bnpartant to Steae Age
people due to the foct that they took quite ¢ lot of skill and 2ffert. People
did not nezcessarily live in the caves, they might have visited the caves
especially to mare the paintings.

Chis glees us great (nsight into the intelligece and skl of Lhe Stons Age
people us they were people who appreciated art, Though we do not know
exactly what the ar: wos made for, (¢ shows us that they did things they
enjoyed as well as needed 0.

Sudly, mos! cove puintings huee bees fos! due (o Che waecbhering of The cave
wall surfares, though there ure 330 known exumples,

Lighting Issues

Paintings would have hean made by the dim light of fire on hwigs or
burning animal fat. They would never nave been able to sse them os we do
tacday with powerful torches.

They used pigments crushed from soot [carzon) for the colour black and
ground coloured stones to maks yellows and reds. Thz choice of colours
they could use was much more limited than that of today. The pigments
would then ke mixed with animal or plant gum and be applied with their
fingers, Other tools used were feathers, arumal hairs, sticks und guills,

Opsosite paye, Lap: Sume beaulifl example of sore cove pairdfoags Jound
in e Loscoux Cove of southwestern France. Thay have been estimoted Lo
he pver 20,000 years old!




Daily Life
Near the end of the Stone Age, people were beginning to szitle into a more structured

and comfortable way of life. They had finally started to farm ard grow crops, but
this had taken a while.

Befure furmming, The Slone Age praple hod ¢ diel of bereies, nuls and wilil unirmals,
This meant that they mostly ate meat as berries and plants would only be in secson
far o shart while. Thers had bzen no demestication of animals at tais cime, so milk
was not cansumed. Basicaily, any feeds which had ta be obtaoined through a process,
such as bread and cerecls, had not been made yet.

Nomads

The early Stone Age prople were a nomadic community, which meant that they
were constantly travelling, Because they never had a permanent residing aren, the
remains we find of these nomadic people are usually of their tools and not homes.

Simple tents made from hranches and animal hide were uszd for living is as they
wiere easy 1o puck oway and carry,

The Stone Age people travelled in search for the next plaze where a fresh supzly of
anima.s and slasts would be. They would follow a herd of grazing deer ta hunt os
this was much easier than chasing after huge animals. Deer tend to bunch up
closely together when tareatenea and this made them easy prey,

Farming

The first inklings of farming happened around 23,000 years age whan it spread from
the Middle Enst. The iden of crushing cereals between grindstones called ‘guerns'
finally reached Europe and then 2o Sritain. In the Neolithic period of The Stone Age,
Jarming huad begun ot lust.

Left: A& Stone Age querr,
consisting of a dish shuped
stone and a roand rusbing
stone for grinding cereals.

/Ny

Pros and Cons

Though farming wos ar advancement for mankind, it also created quite a few
problems the Stone Age people never encountered before. One of these problems was
famine,

Up uatil the introduction of farming, peaple relied on hunting and faraging far
survival. In the Neclithic period, peoplz relied on the success of their yearly crops
and the first famines were experienced due to the failing of
horeests,

Furmuny meant thal more peeple were fed which increased the
population, Again, this was good and bad as more food had ta
e grown and maore people storved i the harvest was
unsuccessful Mare people alsa meant mora pollution and
disease.

Fishing was anather common way of astaining mare
facd and thz domestication of sheep. costle and dogs
had Begun.

Clothing

Weaving waos still an unkrown art until the vary
end of The Store Age so their clothes would
have been made mastly from animal skins
ard animal bones to gin
them together. The
very beginnings of
weaving bepun with ‘&
Jlux and gross o
sterns being
wiuE
together to
make




The Oldest Homes

The olaest homes of Northern Surope are found in Britain. They show a greac level of
zophistication in the way that tha Stone Age people lived.

Skara Brae

People staried to settle down rather than
rearning frum place Lo place und they began
tv Build houses from stene insteod uf wouod,
Huowses buall froeee veomd have sotted gway
complately.

named ‘Skerrabra’ to be unearthed. It
revealed the outline of & numzer of
stone buildings and led to further
excavntions.
Above: The exterior of a Stane Age
stane house.

In 1850, Oreney (Morthern Scotlend), a great
storm caused the grass of the top of 2 mound

In Lhe 1930s, rudio curbun dating showed Chal this setliement duled back Lo
helween 3200 3C ard 2200 BE! The secllemend Becurne oo os Skara Brae and is
now 1 hage tourisl ailruction.

The site nas bean (ncredioly well presaoved because iE was covered by sand and it (s
passible ta see the walls, interiar fittings and passageways that link a tatal of ten
{there are thaught to be more) dwellings tagether Each is made up cf a 40m square
room, @ fireplace, a stone drezser and a bed. It is thought that the cops of these
houses were made of whale bones o make a pointed roof with thatch or turf to
cover the top (image on left poge).

For unknown reascns, Skara Brae berame ubondoned and over time i wos covered
up by sand. The rubbish Lps Jound neer che foases ontuin animal bunes of cottle,
sheep and pigs as well s cereals and gruins so we browe That Lhey were: Jarming ul
Lhis poinl.

Below: 1he excavatad site, Skaro Brae.

twinkl combk




Stone Age Burials

The dead were very well respected and & lot of ffort was madz to crepare people’s

sodies for their graves.

Cave Burials

The oldest Burial ever found is in ke
Paviland Cave of Suuth Wales,

In 1823, Rev. William Buckiand thought he
had discovered the remains of a Falgolithic
female, now bnown s ‘the Red Lady of
Paviland' [right picture),

The bonas were dyed red with ochre, this
indicated that the flesh was remaved after
death and some periwinkle shells and ivory
rods were found next to the skeletor,
Important izems buried wizh o body are
called grave goods.

After samie more reseanch, iF turned cut tha
lady' wasn't u lady at all, The skeleton
actually belonged to a young male and
dated 20 arouad 33,000 years aga! The
name ‘2ed Lady of Paviland' just happened
to stick.

Passage Graves

Simple, stone coffins

had a slab of rock for

= racf ond it was held
up by upright stones.

1t was then coverzd up

by sui! and made into

a mound, These wers

valled 'dolmen’ (left)
Pussuge graves had o
lorg possuage thot led
to a cental stone
chamber containing
the body. Trese were
made around

6,000 years

ago and the biggest one ever found was made up of a 20m long passage. Passage
graves are circular.

Long Barrows

While passage qraves are circular, long barrow graves tend to be rectangular

r: shape.

Arn example of a long barrow grave is in West Kennet, Cxfordshire. It is thought to
have been constructed in 3500 BC. In 1859 and 1955-56. 46 burials werz found
within the complex, all ranging from babies to the elderly. Reszarchers think that
the 46 pecple buried thers had died within 20-3C years of each other and that the
tomb remuiced cpen for 1,000 years,

The barrows wera more than just a burial plage for the dead. They may have even
been ‘homes' for the spirits of the daad. This type of belief is not na so dissimilar to
the spiritual buildings and places we have today, like churches and cemetsries.

So how were they built?

1115 thought that the seople
wha buile the long borraws
would hove needed to clear an
area of forest before they
started. Clant standing stonss
woluld than be erected. These
stonzs wverz thought to
separate the living from the
dend. Two long ditches were
then made besale the barmw
und filled with chalk, soil and
rnore slures, Thase stones
viere then painted with zig
2ag or swirly patterns,

The body was carried into the
chamber (spirit warld) by a
priest while others waited
outside. A large stone would
then ke rolled accross the
entrance of the long barrow
te seal it wt the end uf

the ceremony,
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Sacred Stone Circles

TL s rnpurlunt Lo realise thal there is u difference betwern stone vircles and henges,
This means that we are. in fact, not talking about the famous Stonehenge here (that
will be in zhe next chapzer).

Some stong circles were constructed around 5,000 yaars nga in the Nealitaic world.
Just as burialy were, stone cirsles were ulse spiritual pleces for people Lo gutber ged
a home for the spirits of the dead. The stones were uszd te mark the area of land
that waos reserved for cha dead.

Stane circlzs have anly gver hezn found in the British Isles, suagesting that tas
separulivn uf Brituin from Curope resulbad in e socient British forming theis ewn
traditicns and ideas.

Castlerigg

The cldest stune cirele Jound is the one a! Castleniyg, nesr Keswice of Cumbria, T
has been dated to 5,200 yezars ago and is about 30 metres across. It is made up of
40 huge stones and the heaviest is 16 tonnzs! Each huge stone is called a ‘megalith’
(sea picture below). Inside the circle are some durial pits with a smaller, rectangular
apace marked out by some more stones.

To this day, nobody kaows exactly why thesz circles have been buile. Some people
think that they resamble the hours on the face of a clock and nave tried to make
links to the sur and times of the year.

Anclaer sugyestion is thal, with the posulation yrowing, lurger areus of spiribuulily
were needzed and o large circle in a field made
of huge stores was the perfect soluticn




Sacred Stone Henges

So how ave stone henges dfferent from szone civcles? /A henge is made up of a bank, a
ditch anc seveal rings of wonden posts as well as steaes. On tha «ight is a diagram of
he famous Stonehenge. The stane and wooden circles in a hergs are oftan less old
thar the cucular banks ar ditcass around tham

Small commurities wou.d have had ne nzed for an avea as big as Stonehenge, sc we
snow that tha ancient Britains living 5,000 yeass age must have come togezher for
wiorsnippieg and caremonial reasons This shaws that paopla were well connectad,
denges have Baen found in Scotland ond all tne way down to southem Englan:d which
indicates a common belief and rustom theoughous the countru,

Thers are many henges in Britain and even though Stonshange contains the higgest
stonas, it 15 net the niggest henge, ine higgest henge is in Avebury which measures at
a rolessul 400 m acress!

Henges were bulll over lung perivds
of time, with the banks and
ditches made first, before
the stone circle was
wdded in the
middle. [t was
common for the
stones of a henge
or circle to have
been moved and
rearranged quite a
e times.

Left; & structure of two
upright stones with one laying
across the top is called a
'trilithon’, which means '3'.

Belowvy; Stanehenge

The Stonehenge

Stonehenge in Wiltshire, England is one of the most famous prehistoric sites (n
Lhe world. The circular ditch and bank were probubly budt around 5,100 years
age and after several makeovers, was completed with o ring of circles around
4,100 years ago.

This means that it could have taken aver 1,000 years to completa.

The henge began as a circular ditch with an inner ring of standing timbers. &
century later, sume more standing timbers were put up and i was used as o
burial and cremation cemetery. Further features were added over the
centuries and the henge was used up until the Iron Age.

The ring of stones was nddad
ot ¢ much later stage,



Stone Age Animals

The Stose Aye wus @ lirme of munyg weird and weosderful unimols, Lang animals vene
genegrally much Biguer thun humans i prehistoric times, Here just u Jew of them,

. Mastadon: These elephant-like creaturss became extinct around 10,600 20 11,000
years ago. Thair bodias and legs were shorter and moare muscular when
comnpuarad o ¢ rmoarmetn's foren, Mastudons deelled in forests,

1. Woolly Mammoth; The Asian elephant is its closezst living relative. It was the last
in the lne of he mammath species. It was roughly the same size as madern African
eleshants. Farly humans used mammnoth hones Lo make tools ond arl ond hunlea
them for meat.

2. Woolly Rhinoceros: its thick. woelly nair made it perfectly
sultad to the cola climate. The Sumatran Bhinaceros i its
closest living relotive,

4. Saber-tonthed Cat: Characterised by
(5 long, sharp caninas that could
mensure up to 32 inches, the sober-
toothed at is surprisingly not reloted to
tigers around today or any other living
feline animal.






























































































